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Richard Kaufman

WELL, THE LEAVES have hit the ground

here on the East Coast and the trees are bare.
It's chilly, and we've got a fire going. This issue
brings us to the end of the eighth year since |
hornswaggled Jane and Daniel Solomon into
helping my wife and | buy Geniifrom Irene Larsen.
That's 96 issues, every one on time (most early),
and a bigger and more colorful magazine in
all—this month Genii is 128 pages. In the past
four months we've given you two free DVDs, a FISM
supplemental magazine, and this month a vintage item
from our cover subject, S.S. Adams. No other magazine
in our field gives you so much—and what a great gift it
would make for a friend or family member who's interested
in magic ... nearly 1,500 pages for only $52. Our advertis-
ers also deserve your attention at gift-giving time—they
enable us to make Genii larger and more colorful. So,
take a look through this issue and think about how you
might give a little magic this holiday season. ¢ Bill Bowers
dropped me a note earlier this year that Genii is probably
nearing or already past its 800" issue since its founding in
1936. It would be easy to calculate if 12 issues had been
published every year, but that wasn't the case, so someone
would actually have to sit down for a few hours and do the
math. | don't have the time! At 48 years old, I'm the same
age as our founder, William Larsen, Sr., was when he died
in 1953. | feel dandy, thank you, and look forward to being
the editor of this fine magazine and magical institution for
the next 17 years.

My father called on October 13 with the news that we'd
appeared in The New York Times ... crossword puzzle (by Eric
Berlin). 46 DOWN: “Magicians’ magazine
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our fingers near a lightbulb trying to get
the invisible ink to come up is very vivid, as is the memory
of the two little Scotties who just refuse to face one anoth-
er and iron out their differences. 2006 is S.S. Adams’ 100t
anniversary and it seems a fitting moment to look back
on the company'’s history. Shortly after the turn of the 20
century, Samuel Sorenson Adams figured out that a pow-
dery by-product of his then-employer’s production process
caused people to sneeze. “Wouldn't it be a swell idea,” he
thought, “if | put this junk that's going to be thrown away
into bottles and sold it.” He was no dummy and, 100 years
later, the company is still in business. A new book about
S.S. Adams, Life of the Party by Kirk Demarais (see the ad
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on p.6), does a terrific job of showing many of the practical
jokes and some of the magic that Adams marketed over
the years. Emphasizing the jokes over the magic is only
natural, since to the public S.S. Adams is synonymous with
flatulating red rubber cushions and vibrating handshakes.
For our story, | traveled with writer Mark Phillips to the
home of Bill King. Bill's magic collection is one of the great
unknown treasures of the magic world—numerous rooms
filled to bursting with
amazingwonders. Among
the items are over 700
S.S. Adams pieces, includ-
ing many of the magic
tricks marketed over the
past 100 years by Adams.
Our photo-essay focuses
mostly on magic tricks you
probably didn’t know S.S.
Adams sold. To celebrate
in the holiday spirit, David
Haversat (co-owner of S.S.
Adams) has given every
one of you a present. Most
subscribers will receive a
set of vintage decals of bullet holes, which Adams sold in
the 1960s (put one in the corner of your wife's windshield if
you want a chuckle one day). If you buy your copy of Genii
in a magic shop, you'll likely receive a packet trick—also
from the same era. Happy Holidays, folks, and be careful
the next time you sit down or shake someone’s hand.

Our wrap this month features a bit of Photoshop wizard-
ry by Ms. Kaufman, the art director, who has managed to
make it appear as if Harry Houdini is smiling proudly upon
seeing an early copy of his new biography, The Secret Life
of Houdini, by Bill Kalush and Larry Sloman. Considering
that Houdini had all the nobodies who happened to
be standing between himself and President Theodore
Roosevelt eliminated from a photo taken on the deck of a
ship when he later reproduced it, | think he would appreci-
ate our little 21 century joke. Perhaps we should rename
Houdini, “The Man Who Will Never Die,” because the
bastard just won't allow himself to be forgotten even 80
years after his death on Halloween, 1926, at age 52. The
latest wrinkle in all of this is that by creating an enormous
database of zillions of pages of previously uncorrelated
information (including diaries and letters heretofore unex-
amined by other biographers), Kalush and Sloman have
managed to piece together several interesting theories:
first, that Houdini was a spy, and second, that his death
may have been caused by poisoning (in addition to being
punched in the gut too many times and refusing to go to
the doctor until it was too late). We've got a compelling
excerpt for you, “The Death of Houdini,” on p.68. (And if
you want to buy the book, make a trip to The Genii Forum
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and click through to amazon.com from there—it helps to
grease the wheel.) ® We haven’t seen much written about
magicians in Africa, but Ryan Majestic went to Senegal
this year and, by luck, managed to find magician Ernest
Dayang in the city of Dakar—it's an interesting story, on
p.88, about a magician who's never met another magi-
cian. ® We close out the last issue of Volume 69 with an
excellent group of columnists, including an illusion for the
holidays from Paul Osborne, a fine “Magicana” of tricks
from David Acer, Max Maven in the Inquisitor’s chair, Jon
Racherbaumer tilting this way and that, and we end with
fine reviews from Eric Mead, Joe M. Turner, and David
Regal. @ Bill Mullins has once again kindly prepared our
yearly index for you. Positioned in the center of the maga-
zine, it can be easily removed by gently manipulating the
staples if you bind your issues each year and wish to put
the index at the front of your book.

With the demise of Bill Miesel and Ed Eckl’s fine magazine
Precursor after 100 issues and 13 years, Gene Taylor's excel-
lent Antinomy should attract new subscribers. An oversized
“quarterly journal” of almost 50 pages, it has columns from
both Racherbaumer and Swiss, as well as lots of good close-
up material with cards and coins. The fourth issue each year
comes with a CD-ROM containing the entire year's issues and
more previously unpublished material. Journals like these
cost a huge amount to produce and the publisher more often
than not loses money. Subscribers are vital to their success
and Antinomy deserves a long life: visit them online at www.
antinomymagic.com and see the ad on page 77.

Early in the revolution that was to become home-video in the
late 1970s, Larry Jennings was living in Lake Tahoe and
running his own plumbing business. His student Louis
Falanga convinced Larry to sit in his living room in front of
Louis's new home video camera, and perform and explain
some of his favorite routines. At the time, it never occured
to anyone that tapes like this could one day become
important because they might be the only record of some-
one performing or explaining something—such is the case
here. Jennings died in 1997 and this tape (of which Larry
gave me a copy many years ago), contains the only visual
record of some of Larry’s finest work. Louis Falanga has
privately produced a DVD version of the tape and all sales
will benefit Larry's widow, B.J. Jennings. You'll find an ad
on p.57.

Two fine British magicians have died recently, Val Andrews
and John Salisse. With the permission of The Magic Circular,
I'm reprinting some brief comments by president Alan
Shaxon: One of magic’s most prolific authors, Val Andrews,
sadly passed away on 12 October following a second heart
attack. During his 80 years, Val had almost 1,000 books
and booklets on magic and the allied arts published, wrote
scripts for many leading stars like Tommy Cooper, together
with new stories about Sherlock Holmes incorporating a
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Now

THE MAGIC CASTLE

DECEMBER 4 TO 10
Close-Up Gallery

7:00, 7:45, 8:30, 9:15
James Deal

10, 10:45,11:30, 12:00
Allan Hayden

W. C. Fields Bar
(Friday and Saturday only)
Max Maven

The Parlour of Prestidigitation
Early 7:30, 8:45, 9:30

Aaron Fisher

9:45, 11:15, 12

Dave Cox

Palace Of Mystery
8:30, 10, 11:15
Ed Alonzo

DECEMBER 11 TO 17
Close-Up Gallery

Early: Harry Monti
Late: Glenn Farrington

W. C. Fields Bar
Aaron Fisher

The Parlour of Prestidigitation
Early: Len Reid
Late: Eric Buss

Palace Of Mystery
Ed Alonzo

DECEMBER 18 TO 24
Closed Sunday

Close-Up Gallery

Early: David Stryker

Late: Andrew Goldenhersh

W. C. Fields Bar
Tony Picasso

The Parlour of Prestidigitation
Early: Larry Wilson
Late: Justin Kredible

Palace Of Mystery
Jonathan Neal
Michael Rayner
Arian Black

DECEMBER 25 TO 31
Closed Monday
Close-Up Gallery
Early: Ivan Amodei
Late: Jon Armstrong

W. C. Fields Bar
Jonathan Levit

The Parlour of Prestidigitation
Early: Shoot Ogawa
Late: Jeff Martin

Palace Of Mystery
T.B.A.

David Zirbel
Christopher Hart

Magic Castle Information
Those with guest cards,

and those who belong to

the IBM and SAM, are admit-
ted to The Magic Castle with
dinner reservations. Please call
323-851-3313 for more informa-
tion. Updates to the performing
schedule can be found at www.
MagicCastle.com.

LAS VEGAS
Compiled by David Neubauer

Amazing Johnathan
10 pm (Dark Tues.), Sahara

Beacher’s Madhouse

Tyas Frantz, Chris Karpiak,
& Seth Grabel

10 pm, Hard Rock

Bite (Vampire Strip Revue)
Antonio Restivo

10:30 pm (dark Thurs.),
Stratosphere

David Copperfield

7:30 & 10 pm, 4:30 Sat.
& some Sun., Dec. 21-31,
MGM Grand

Haunted Vegas Tour & Show
Robert Allen, Jac Hayden &
Zamora, 9 pm tour and show
(Dark Fri.), Greek Isle

lllusionary Magic of Rick Thomas
2, 4 pm, (Dark Wed.), Stardust

Jason Bird

Main stage, near the “V”
Theater, Thurs.-Mon. Various
times from 1:15- 8:15 pm. Free.
The Shops in Desert Passage,
Aladdin

La Femme
Stephan Vanel, 8 pm, 10:30pm
(Dark Tues.), MGM Grand

Lance Burton, Master Magician
7 pm Tues-Sat & 10 pm Tues.
& Sat. Monte Carlo

Mac King Comedy Magic Show
1 pm, 3 pm, (Dark Sun., Mon.)
Harrah’s Clint Holmes Theater

Nathan Burton

Comedy Magic Show

2 pm, (Dark Fri. & Sun.)
V Theater in the Desert
Passage, Aladdin

Penn & Teller
9 pm, (Dark Tues.), Rio

The Ultimate Variety Showcase
8 pm, Midnight every Tuesday.
Free. Roxy’s Live, Sam’s Town

V, The Ultimate Variety Show
Jeff Hobson, Nathan & Sarah
7 and 9 pm nightly, Aladdin

World’s Greatest Magic Show
Kevin James, Kozak, Mike
Micheals, Roy Shank, Shimshi,
Losander. Billy Fergueson (pre-
show). 6 pm Sat.-Thurs., 8:15
Fri., Greek Isle

Xtreme Magic

Starring Dirk Arthur
Tiffany Theatre, Tropicana
2 and 4 pm. (Dark Fri.)
Dec 12-25 also @ 7 pm

David Copperfield Tour Schedule
Dec 21-31: Hollywood Theatre,
MGM Grand, Las Vegas; Feb
2: Kodak Theater, Hollywood &
Vine, Hollywood, CA
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magical twist which were translated into many languages
and sold worldwide. Val's biographies of Dante, Murray and
Chung Ling Soo will be on the shelves of most magicians,
and in 2000 he was awarded The John Nevil Maskelyne
Prize by The Magic Circle, and received a Literary Fellowship
from the Academy of Magical Arts in Hollywood. ® On 26th
September, John Salisse in his 81 year, finally succumbed
to the debilitating disease, which had blighted his years of
retirement, and The Magic Circle has lost one of its most
influential figures of the last 50 years. John was a Director of
Marks and Spencers [an enormous British department store]
and when he became our Hon. Secretary in 1966, he used
his business experience to streamline the working of our
Council and Committees. During his 19 years in the office,
he did much to raise the profile of the Society towards the
recognition and reputation it now enjoys. An outstanding
administrator, he engineered the building of our custom-
made HQ in Chenies Mews. As a performer, his hilarious
act with Francis the Duck was a feature of the early “At
Homes"” and he was sought after to appear at Conventions
both here and in the U.S.A. He became recognised by
collectors as the authority on the Maskelyne family and he
possessed a vast collection of anything pertaining to them.

John combined with Anne Davenport in the publication of
A Candid View of Maskelyne, and recently the St. George’s
Hall, the definitive history of this long running dynasty.
An Honorary Vice-President of The Magic Circle, in 1959
he received The Silver Wand, in 2001 the
prestigious Maskelyne Award, and The John
Nevil Maskelyne Prize in 2004. An Hon. Life
Member of The Magic Castle in the U.S.A,,
he was awarded a Special Fellowship by their
Academy of Magical Arts, and elected to the
S.AM. Hall of Fame. Upon his retirement
from the post of Hon. Secretary, a special din-
ner in his honour was held at The Café Royal
in 1986 where he was made an Hon. Life
Member and in the same year he received
the OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List
for services to British Industry.

Our January, 2007 issue will debut some new columns
from old friends (mine and yours), and will also include a
free “bruise” from Creative Magic along with the rules for
a contest where you can earn big bucks for figuring out
clever ways to use it. Be seeing you in Volume 70. o
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